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UNH Research Finds Increase in Child Abuse
Fatalities and Physical Abuse
Friday, March 30, 2018
DURHAM, N.H. -- Newly released national data show increases in child abuse fatalities (up 8 percent) and physical abuse (up 5 percent) from 2015 to 2016,
according to a detailed analysis released by the Crimes against Children Research Center (CCRC) at the University of New Hampshire. Neglect continued to
decline and sexual abuse was unchanged.
The data are the most recent available on cases of child maltreatment investigated and substantiated by state child protection agencies across the country. The
number of cases overall declined for an estimated 683,000 victims in 2015 to 676,000 in 2016.
“Single-year changes of this magnitude are not a cause for alarm,” said CCRC Director David Finkelhor. He noted that some states, like Pennsylvania and Minnesota,
had major overhauls of their child protection systems that could a ect trends. Half the national increase in the fatalities were attributable to Texas and another
quarter to Indiana.
According to Finkelhor, the longer-term trends are encouraging. Sexual abuse has declined 65 percent from 1992 to 2016 and physical declined 53 percent. The
trends over the last five years have been down for sexual abuse and flat for neglect and physical abuse.
“It’s not clear why sexual abuse and physical abuse substantiations in particular have declined so considerably over the longer term,” said Finkelhor. “The period
when the dramatic downward trend started was marked by sustained economic improvement, increases in the number of law and child protection personnel,
more aggressive prosecution and incarceration policies, growing public awareness and new treatment options for family and mental health problems.”
The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
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